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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM MARY POLLARD 

 

The Initial Question No. 1:   

Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents 

or carers?  It will do this by abolishing the defence of reasonable chastisement.  

Please provide an explanation for your response.  What groups would be impacted 

by the change (for example, parents, children, public service, the legal profession, 

etc.)? 

 

Answer : 

 

NO.  I do not support the Bill’s aim to abolish the defence of reasonable 

chastisement.  An explanation for my response is as follows. 

 

Protection of children from abuse is covered in the current law.  To describe a 

loving smack as assault is completely misleading.  The law doesn’t need to be 

changed, it needs to be enforced. 

 

Criminalising good, loving parents at a stroke of a pen, by removing ‘reasonable 

chastisement defence’ would turn thousands of parent into potential criminals 

overnight, without addressing the real need to stop bad parents abusing their 

children. 

 

Smacking is not child abuse.  Loving parental discipline and child abuse are not 

the same thing.   

 

Violence child-on-child increased in Sweden after smacking was banned in 1979, 

whilst there is no evidence that a light, infrequent smack, in the context of a warm 

and loving parent-child relationship is harmful.   

 

It is the role of a Parent not the Government to decide whether to smack their 

child.  The European Court of Human Rights has upheld the legal defence of 

reasonable chastisement in principle.  The current law on smacking is compatible 

with human rights laws.   

 

Children are not adults.  Suggesting the relationship between a parent and a child 

is the same as two adults is misguided.  Parents do lots of things for their children 

that they wouldn’t do for an adult. 

 

Police and Social Workers involved in child protection would be overloaded with 

trivial reports if the law is changed.  Already overstretched resources would be 

diverted with the possibility of real cases of child abuse being missed. 
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Major public opposition to criminalising parental smacking.  A ComRes poll last 

year found that 74% of Scottish adults were against criminalising smacking, while 

only 14% were in favour.  Several newspaper polls found that more than two thirds of 

the public oppose a smacking ban.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


